Lowering the Lake Guidelines 
October 2021

1. The gate valve will be opened in advance of a storm that is predicted to have unusually high amounts of rain and is projected to impact the Lake Tallavana community.  

2. The lake will not be lowered in advance of frontal rains unless NOAA predicts an anomalously intense event. 

3. Decision making resides with a minimum group size of three including the Lake Committee Chair or designee along with at least one other Board member and one other Lake Committee member. 


Gate Valve Opening
Only approved and trained homeowners may open the valve.  A buddy must go with the person opening the valve for safety.

Facts
1- One inch of rainfall in the Lake Tallavana watershed will result in approximately a six-inch rise in the lake level.
2- Opening the gate valve lowers the lake level by approximately six inches per day.
3- Once the lake level has risen to the point of filling the overflow standpipe, opening the gate valve has no significant effect on the release of excess water from the lake. 
4- Data varies but an average tropical storm can produce 6-12 inches of rain as it passes over an area. Fringes of the storms can produce 3+ inches of rain. 
5- The overflow pipes beneath Tallavana Trail were designed to handle 100- year rain events. The water management district considers the 12 pipes the primary overflow and the gate valve is secondary. 
6- There are some properties that are very low and may flood regardless short of dropping the level by feet in advance of a storm.
7- There are a number of docks that were built close to the normal lake level. These docks may submerge even when we have relatively small storms.




